THE  POET AND  THE ACTRESS
and stars are all parts of you and you of them Stark
nonsense to the unbeliever a fixed article of faith to the
adept You run and your feet play tunes upon the
earth, and the reverberations, listened to and loved by
the stars, last in some form or other through all eternity
they change but they cannot die Colour, music,
odour, physically so fleeting, do not fade away They
live for ever they enter into and become parts of your
life and remain in your very blood
I daresay that all this has been written before or, if not,
that it is not worth saying, but I am writing my life, and
poetry is part, and the greater part, of it True or false,
these attempts to picture to myself what poetry means
to me have increased my natural love of poetry, have
made my world a happier one, and have made possible
the all but impossible task of making friends with poets,
with that elusive being John Masefield, with Charles
Ricketts who, though he painted pictures, was a poet if
ever there was one, and with that simpler soul Thomas
Hardy If I could write down all they have taught me,
the world would be the richer Nor is it only of remote
and difficult things that poets have taught me They
have taught me, more than any others, not only the joy,
but also the fun of life People often take pride in not
knowing then* neighbours They would take pride in
knowing them if they had my neighbours It was worth
while going to live on Boar's Hill if only to have an
occasional talk with Robert Bridges, to meet him, hand-
some, stalwart, disdaining motor cars, on one of his
tramps into Oxford and out again over eighty years of
age, and impossible to keep up with him He may have
been lofty and sour to those he loved not, but to those that
loved him he was sweet as summer And what heartiness
there was in his laugh1 It made him young and those
that heard it young too
I was talking of it to another neighbour poet, Edward
Thompson, "Yes," said Edward, "he could save an
awkward situation by his laugh " "One day—it was the
time when Robert Bridges was writing 'The Testament

